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Existing Mobility of Elderly and Handicapped Pllgrlms
During Haj |

A. H. AL-ZAHRANI and A. K. ABDULRAHMAN
Civil Engineering Department, Faculty of Engineering
King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia w

ABSTRACT. At the end of each Hijrah year, hundreds of thousands of
Muslims perform Haj to fulfill the fifth pillar of Islam. Among these Mus-
lims are some elderly and handicapped. Although the total number of this |
group is not substantial, they must have special transport facilities because

of their special needs and the difficulties they encounter. ‘

The purpose of this paper is to analyse and discuss some issues pertaining
to elderly and handicapped. The source of data are field studies which were
conducted during previous Haj seasons. The movement of pilgrims in the |
Mas‘aa will be discussed at some detail. The paper concludes with several !
recommendations which are intended to improve the transport services that
should be provided to this group of pilgrims.





